Dear all,

There has been sufficient interest expressed for the course Advanced Topics in Phylogenetic Analysis to try to arrange a new edition of this course some time during the next semester. 

In a meeting of the Task force earlier this year a list of possible topics was produced, in addition, I have found Jan DeLaet interested in giving a single day workshop on sequence alignment and Poy. 

Thus, we have potentially six topics to include in the 5-day course, and the final choice may depend on availability of teachers.

I would also suggest to hold the course in one of the two weeks before the Christmas vacations, that is, starting on either 6 or 13 December. This is a change from the earlier set-up, when it was spread out over a number of weeks. 

I would like to ask everyone to indicate whether they would be willing to teach one of the following topics – I have felt free to include a few suggestions, which you may shoot down, of course – and to indicate their availability. 

Please feel free to opt for one or more topics – if there are no takers, the course may have to be postponed. 

Peter Hovenkamp

Proposed course “Advanced options and additional programs for parsimony analysis”

	Topic
	Teachers
	Dates available

	Advanced options and additional programs for parsimony analysis 


	Hovenkamp
	Whole period

	Alignment and analysis with Poy
	DeLaet
	Whole period

	Species concepts and phylogenetic analysis of reticulate relationships
	Sosef?

Vriesendorp?
	

	Introduction to Bayesian statistics and MCMC algorithms
	Hovenkamp
	Whole period

	Maximum likelihood, Bayesian analysis and molecular clocks
	Richardson? Gravendeel? Bakker? 


	

	Total evidence methods and supertree methods 


	Hovenkamp
	Whole period

	Character coding, coding of continuous characters and differential weighting

(could be combined with “advanced options”)


	 ??
	


